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crops.    Not only does it devour any fruits within  reach,
but in a single night a party of wild boars will uproot a
whole field, and destroy the husbandman's hopes  for  the
year.     The   places  they love to  frequent   are   the   reedy
marshes and thickets by rivers and lakes, and they swarm
in  the thickets  all  along  the  banks of the  Jordan  from
Jericho to the Lake of Gennesaret.    From these fastnesses,
whence neither dog nor man can dislodge them, they make
nightly forays upon the corn-fields and   root-crops  of  the
villagers, returning at daybreak to their coverts.      About
Jericho they are especially destructive, and when the barley
crop is ripening, the husbandmen have to keep nightly watch
to drive them away.    Their presence can always be detected
by the crashing noise they make in forcing their way through
the  thickets, when the men   fire, guided   by the sound."l
Wild pigs are the special enemies of the  crops  in   South
Africa;   the fences  constructed by the Zulus round their
gardens are mainly designed to guard against the devastat-
ing depredations of these brutes, though porcupines, baboons,
hippopotamuses, and elephants also make havoc of the ripe
grain.    Sometimes small huts are erected on platforms in
the gardens, and in these huts watchers are set to scare away
the nocturnal invaders.2   So in British Central Africa sentinels
are posted day and night in huts raised on platforms to protect
the maize fields from the inroads of baboons and of wild pigs,
which are still more destructive than the baboons, for they
grub up the plants as well as devour the grain ; and the
watchers drum continually on any metal they have at hand
to keep the marauders at bay.8    In the island of Nias whole
fields are sometimes trampled down by these pests between
sunset and sunrise.     Often the stillness of the serene equa-
torial night is broken by the strident cries of the watchers
of the fields; the sound goes echoing through the wooded
valleys for a long time, and here and there a dull grunting
tells that the efforts of the sentinels have not been in vain.4
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